Further studies on protoplast fusion and interspecific hybridization within the Aspergillus nidulans group.
Hybridization of eight species of the Aspergillus nidulans group was attempted using auxotrophic mutants and protoplast fusion methods. Viable fusion products were obtained from eight crosses. Allodiploid hybrids were recovered from crosses involving A. nidulans with A. rugulosus, A. quadrilineatus, A. nidulans var. echinulatus and A. violaceus, although some mutants only gave heterokaryons. Crosses involving these latter species also gave heterokaryons. Crosses between A. nidulans and A. unguis, A. stellatus and A. heterothallicus were unsuccessful. Fusions involving three parents gave heterokaryons made up of only two of them.